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Mahratta fleet lay off out of range, idle spectators
of the conflict. At night came Eamajee Punt on
board the Protector, bringing with him a deserter
from the fort, who reported that the Governor had
been killed and a good deal of damage done. He
told them that it was impossible to breach the side
on which the Protectors fire was directed, as it was
all solid rock.

In the morning, the Protector weighed and ran
in again, James placing his ships between Severn-
droog and Gova.   The flagship engaged Severndroog
so closely that, by the small arm fire of men in the
tops, and by firing two or three upper-deck guns at
a time instead of in broadsides, the Severndroog
gunners were hardly able to return a shot.   "With
her lower-deck guns on the other side the Protector
cannonaded the mainland forts, which also received
the attention of the Viper and Triumph.   It would
be difficult to find a parallel to this instance of a
single   ship   and   two   bombketches   successfully
engaging four forts at once, that far outnumbered
them in guns; but so good were James's arrange-
ments that neither his ships nor his men suffered
harm.    Soon after  midday a magazine exploded
in  Severndroog;   the  conflagration spread,  and,